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Activities Since December 2025

* Two virtual IMAG meetings

» February 5
> April 14

« Coordination with ISSA 5000 Technical
Implementation Contact Group Staff on
implementation issues identified

« Coordination with A&l Working Group on next
steps
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Implementation Issues

NO FATAL-FLAW ISSUES HAVE BEEN RAISED IN RELATION TO IMPLEMENTATION OF IESSA

Matters related to different Matters related to first-time Other implementation matters:
implementation stages: implementation:
For example,
e Interoperability of IESSA * Transitional provisions o
-teh op: elivieiens * Identification and
Wi r standar 0 iati . :
) @E0ET SEMEETEE Long association of key determination of value chain

sustainability assurance

* Instructions to component components (VCC)

L leaders
practitioners from e Using the work of other

Scope of IIS in IESSA and Part
not yet adopted 4B

jurisdictions where IESSA is -
practitioners

* Provision of relevant NAS
before the effective date of
|[ESSA
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Implementation Issues

POSSIBLE ACTIONS

Issues Related to Different Implementation Stages

e Continue monitoring implementation issues and consider further
supporting material, if needed

=

Issues Related to First-time Implementation

e Develop additional Q&As for topics not yet covered in other
supporting material, before the effective date of IESSA

/‘ Other Implementation Issues

e Continue monitoring implementation issues and best practices to
better understand the facts and circumstances

e Consider the need for further supporting material after the
effective date of IESSA
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Development of Additional FAQs or Joint FAQs in Q3

* The IIMAG proposes that the IESBA commission
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IESBA Staff to develop additional Q&As to
address issues related to first-time

implementation

— To be released in Q3 2026

— Circulated via email to IESBA members for
fatal-flaw review

Coordination with IAASB TICG regarding
potential areas to be addressed in joint Q&As,
for example, related to VCC
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This Questions and Answers (Q&A) publication is issued by the Staff of the
International Ethics Standards Board for Accountants (IESBA). It is intended to
assist sustainability assurance practitioners (SAPs), jurisdictional standard setters,
professional accountancy organizations, and accreditation bodies as they adopt
and implement, or apply the provisions in the International Ethics Standards

for Sustainability Assurance (including International Independence Standards)
(IESSA™). The IESSA was issued as part of the IESBA's global ethics sustainability
standards in January 2025. It is contained in, and is a part of, the [ntermatio

of Ethics far Profe Accountan ding I
(the Core).
Basis for
sk Conclusions
Prosouncemant ’

@ @

The [ESSA was developed in close coordination with the IAASE to ensure that
the IESSA and the International Standard on Sustainability Assurance 5000,
General Requir for Sustainabilty Assurance. (1554 5000™) are
interoperable when apalied to sustainability assurance engagements, SAPs may
also consider the |AASE and IESBA Staff joint publication an frequently asked
questions related to sustainability assurance engagements, addressing matters
redevant to hoth standards

This BA publication s designed to highlight, ilustrate, or explain asperts of the
IESEA and thereby assist in its proper application. The publication does not amend
or override the Code, the text of which alone is authoritative, Reading the Qs is
not a substitute for reading the Code. The Q&As are not intended to be exhaustive,
and reference to the Code itself should always be made. This publication does not
constitute an authoritative or official proncuncement of the IESBA.

IESBA Staff
Questions & Answers

JUNE 2025

Given the equivalence between the
IESSA and the ethics and independence
provisions applicable to an audit of
financial statements in the Code,
users of the [ESSA might also find the
following IESBA Staff Qs helpful:

* Revisions to the Definitions of
Listed Entity and Public Interest
Entity in the Code

+ Engagement Team and Group
Audit Independence

Revised Non-Assurance Services
Prondsions of the Code

Revised Fee-related Provisions of
the Code

Long Association of Personned with
an Audit Client

Respending to Non-Compliance
with Laws & Regulations

* Tax Planning Services and Activities




Follow IESBA:

@Ethics Board

@ | ES BA Register and subscribe
®

for updates @
www.EthicsBoard.org
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